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2003 was not a banner year for preservationists. The challenges
facing advocates for saving the Farnsworth House, widely 
recognized as an icon of the modern movement, illustrate the
difficulties we face in our goals to save buildings of the recent
past. Unprotected and up for auction, the Farnsworth House,
designed by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe (1946-1951), was saved
by a last minute influx of donations to the National Trust for
Historic Preservation. Their successful purchase of this 
significant structure, with the help of the Friends of the
Farnsworth House and the Landmarks Preservation Council of
Illinois, was a high point in an otherwise difficult year.

All too often, "modern" buildings are deemed expendable as
"non-contributing" rather than acknowledged as part of the 
architectural and cultural continuum at sites across the country.
Buildings such as Richard Neutra's Cyclorama Center at
Gettysburg, 1958-61, (administratively abandoned by its owner
the National Park Service yet listed on the National
Register of Historic Places), Edward Durell Stone's embattled
Modern Gallery of Art, 1964, at 2 Columbus Circle in New York
(denied a fair hearing by the New York Landmarks Preservation
Commission), and Chloethiel Woodard Smith's Activities Building
at Chestnut Lodge (1955-75) in Rockville, Maryland (historic
designation blocked by the mayor and city council in favor of
new development) are immediately endangered despite great
efforts by preservationists to demonstrate the structures' 
significance and future utility to the public.

Nonetheless, we must persevere. For every building that is lost,
another is saved. Any effort to preserve a structure from the
recent past leads to greater public awareness of these important
resources, making it that much easier to identify and save the
next endangered building.

RPPN is a true grassroots organization; we need your help and
support to thrive. We are always looking for stories, hints, ideas,
and information for the site and our newsletter. We also want to
help you. We support our members' efforts to save the recent
past with letters, web space, and advice from others who have
gone through similar battles. Whether your building is small or
large, unknown or famous, if you show the initiative to save it we
will be there to help!

Christine Madrid French, President
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published by the Recent Past Preservation
Network, a non-profit organization.
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Greetings,

I am very pleased to be the new Vice-President of the Recent Past Preservation Network! In my position I look forward to
continuing our goal of promoting the often understudied and unappreciated buildings of the recent past. I look forward to 
working with our State Representatives to encourage the submission of materials to the group and I also hope to bring
another generation of scholars into the fray through my position as an architectural history professor. I encourage you all to
submit postings about sites in your area to your state rep or to the listserv. And, please continue to tell your friends and 
colleagues about RPPN!  

Victoria Young, Vice President

Spectrum. Unlike coal, iron ore, trees, and water,
this natural resource cannot be mined, packed,
diverted, or shipped by rail. The electromagnetic
spectrum – spectrum for short – is the range of
waves out of which radio signals are assigned to
various frequencies. In the United States, the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
allocates spectrum. It is an
agency empowered since 1934 to
grant licenses to the private sector
to use spectrum at given 
frequencies to broadcast radio
and other signals. The technology
required to use spectrum to trans-
mit and receive these signals
includes radio sets, televisions,
telephones, and fax machines.
Antennas send signals into the
ether and these same signals are
captured at receiving stations by
other antennas. 

To achieve necessary coverage,
antennas usually are mounted on
towers. Since the turn of the 
twentieth century, communications
towers have been built across the
United States. The first towers
appeared during the initial spread
of Marconi stations along North
American coastlines. In the 1920s,
as commercial broadcasting
emerged, towers spread inland, 
filling in the continent. After World
War II, the FCC opened up wide
bands of spectrum to non-
governmental uses employing 
technologies invented and refined during the war.
Among these technologies were mobile telephones,
microwave communications, facsimile machines, and
television.

Since 1945, FM radio, television, and mobile 
telephone towers have become commonplace
across the American landscape. Despite the 
significant roles these structures played in 
communications history they are all but forgotten
engineering footnotes in American material culture
history. Despite their importance, the industries that
built and use towers and the FCC have not
embraced the fact that towers can be significant 

historic properties subject to review under Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places. 

For six weeks in the fall of 1944, the FCC held 
hearings to allocate spectrum in higher frequencies
for such non-governmental applications as FM radio,
television, mobile telephones, telegraphy, and 
facsimile communications. Writing for the New York
Times in a 1944 year-end review of engineering

developments, T.R. Kennedy
observed: "Among the technical
development in radio made during
the past year, none, it is believed
by many, will prove in time more
constructive and far-reaching than
the recent wavelength hearings
before the Federal
Communications Commission."
The hearings (known by their
FCC docket number – "Docket
6651") provided the impetus for
an unprecedented buildout of
communications infrastructure.
The final spectrum allocations
were announced in May 1945 and
new towers and antennas rapidly
began appearing across the
American landscape. With their
new licenses to develop 
experimental broadcast sites in
hand, such companies as AT&T
and Western Union suddenly
found themselves in the real
estate and relay tower siting 
businesses. 

To illustrate the significance of
modern communications facilities,

the former Western Union Telegraph Company’s
former New York-Washington-Pittsburgh Radio
Relay Triangle was selected as a case study. The
Western Union system was chosen because of its
direct associations with Docket 6651 and the fact
that it represented a finite population of properties to
survey. To date, seventeen of the system’s relay and
terminal stations have been surveyed.  Research on
each of the properties has involved a visit to the site
to determine if the tower is still standing and to 
photograph the site. Each of the sites’ property 
history also has been documented to show the 

Continued on the next page



Young Appointed RPPN Vice-President
Victoria M. Young, Assistant Professor in the
Department of Art History at the University of St.
Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota,  is the new RPPN
VP. Ms. Young, an architectural historian, 
specializes in Modern history and recently
received her Ph.D. from the University of
Virginia. Ms. Young's focus of study was Marcel
Breuer's St. John's Abbey Church in
Collegeville, MN (1953-61). Her active record as
an historian and preservationist spans nearly a
decade. She is currently serving on the Board of
Directors for the Minnesota Chapter of the
Society of Architectural Historians. Erich Young,
her husband, is our RPPN Minnesota state 
representative.

According to RPPN Bylaws, each officer is
elected to a term of three years, except in case
of a vacancy, in which case the vacancy shall
be filled by a two thirds vote of the Board for the
balance of the term. The current Board voted
unanimously to include Ms. Young as part of our
organization. She replaces our first vice 
president Kim Konrad, who resigned after two
years. We wish Kim well on her new pursuits.

Christine Madrid French

Holleran Appointed Associate Dean
RPPN board member Michael Holleran has
been appointed Associate Dean for Research at
the College of Architecture and Planning,
University of Colorado, Denver. He has taught in
the college since 1991 (and before that at the
Rhode Island School of Design), and heads its
Graduate Program in Historic Preservation.
Among his duties in his new position will be 
setting up the college's new research centers,
one of which will be a center for research in 
historic preservation.

Michael Holleran

Treasure Island Update
The Surf of Treasure Island has been bought by
a developer who intends to quickly demolish it.
News of this purchase was printed in the St.
Petersburg Times.  The transaction has been

consummated and the developer's plans for the
new 30-unit condo has been approved by the
city. The developer sought a variance for a
swimming pool, which was approved.  The
demolition of the Surf can be expected "within a
few weeks."

According to the city planning head for Treasure
Island, who has an extensive background in 
historic preservation and is sympathetic to the
cause, the single obstacle faced by property
owners is apparently FEMA rules. Since TI is on
the beachfront on the Gulf, there are certain
standards they must comply with. This process
is costly and would mean the buildings probably
will not be preserved.  Exceptions can be made
if the buildings were put on the National
Register. However, most of the resources aren't
quite 50 years old -- the Surf, for example, is 48
years old. If an exception were made to the TI
buildings as a whole, perhaps through a local
thematic retro-tourism plan, then TI would have
a starting point. 

The Treasure Island Business Association and
the TI Hotel-Motel Owner Association would like
to see another option, but are uncertain as to a
beginning.  One potential for the Surf and 
similar motel resort properties is to renovate
them after historic designation and run them as
historic condo hotels.

TIBA/TIHMO and the local government are 
willing to watch a presentation, learn the steps
they'd have to take to preserve the buildings,
see the economic plan, and understand what
kind of financial, planning, and tax abatement
help they might get.

Therefore, the two steps needed at this point
are to determine a way to stop the imminent
demolition of the Surf, or at least put it on hold.
Then these groups need speakers on the topic
of the economic benefits of historic preservation
to the TI government and local business heads

Michael Stutz
stutz@dsl.org

Communication Towers (continued)

length of Western Union’s operation at the site and
the property’s subsequent uses. The property history
information also provides a useful benchmark for the
analysis of business practices in the communications
industry, i.e., ownership versus tenancy at relay
sites.

In the fall of 1945 Western Union began buying and
leasing property along its 
proposed microwave relay
system routes linking its New
York headquarters with
Washington, DC, Pittsburgh,
and Philadelphia. Western
Union’s sites included forested
mountaintops in central
Pennsylvania and Maryland
and farm fields in Delaware
and New Jersey. By early
1947, Western Union had built 
twenty-one prefabricated 
lookout towers as antenna
structures and the brick and
limestone Tenley tower in
Washington, DC. Western
Union’s prefabricated towers
were 60-, 100-, and 120-foot
steel Aermotor-style towers of
the sort sold to the US Forest
Service and states for use as
forest fire lookouts. The 
towers were outfitted with 
parabolic antennas attached
to transmitters and receivers
designed by RCA to handle
the new microwave telegraphy and facsimile traffic.

In 1947, Popular Science wrote of the new
microwave technology: "The 
difference between these new systems and those of
the past is as great as that between oxcarts and
stratoliners."  Western Union’s pioneering microwave
relay system was the first operational private-sector
system in the United States. American Telephone &
Telegraph (AT&T), Raytheon, and General Electric,
among others, followed it.

Most of the former Western Union microwave relay
stations are still standing (both towers and 
equipment buildings). Of the original twenty-one
relay stations, seventeen have been surveyed; three
of those sites have towers that were removed or

replaced prior to 2003. The architect-designed
Tenley terminal station in Washington, DC, also 
survives and was determined eligible for listing in the
National Register of Places by the DC SHPO in
November 2003. Each of the remaining Western
Union facilities continues to be used by various 
segments of the communications industry.

Despite its obligations to comply with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act, the FCC has

not formulated a policy for its
licensees to take into account
the effects of alterations to 
historic communications 
facilities. Each of the surviving
Western Union towers has
undergone alterations including
the removal of original 
antennas; the addition of 
modern wireless antennas; the
removal of equipment cabins;
and, in the most extreme, the
removal of entire towers. None
of the current owners of the 
former Western Union facilities
has ever consulted with the
SHPOs of the District of
Columbia, Maryland, Delaware,
New Jersey, or Pennsylvania
prior to the inception of FCC
licensed and regulated actions
at each of the sites. Also, none
of the FCC licensees with
antennas collocated on the 
former Western Union 
structures has consulted with
the applicable SHPOs prior to

adding antennas to the structures.

Sixty years after Docket 6651 the communications
infrastructure enabled by the hearings poses many
challenges historic preservation professionals. The
FCC’s lack of a Section 106 policy is a significant
stumbling block. So too is the fact that many people
view towers as visual blight – nuisances – not 
structures that warrant preservation planning. As
Docket 6651 fades further into the past, the artifacts
it helped create will continue to disappear without
viable ways to take into account the effects of 
federal undertakings on these historic properties.

David S. Rotenstein
davidsr01@mindspring.com



As architects and planners, we have been
trained to seek out a site, evaluate that site, 
discover that site's potential, orient a structure
within defined constraints and then we BUILD;
the project to remain in that context FOREVER.
Or is that actually the case?  A structure
becomes a familiar part of a neighborhood.  We,
at times, guide our location and mark distances
from one destination to another via buildings.
We assume that they will remain intact giving us
assurance that all is stable in our built environ-
ment.  The essence of "structure" in 
combination with "earth"
and context is very much
a symbiotic relationship.

However, in a larger
sense, to uproot a 
historic building, and
physically move that
structure from one 
location to another, is a
reoccurring event in
today's world of 
construction.  In the
1950’s, the expansion of
the interstate highway
system caused many
homes to be demolished
or to be physically 
relocated.  Expansion of 
airports many times calls for the "clearing" of
expanded properties and thus house relocations
or demolitions.  During this past year I was
involved in the physical move of a 1500 square
foot, two-story masonry house that is on the
Missouri Historic Register. The entire Parkview
neighborhood, within which this house is 
located, was built around the time of the 1904
World's Fair, and is also on the state of Missouri
Historic Register, thus somewhat protected from
demolition. 

When St. Louis's Bi-State Development Agency
proposed expanded train services west of this
historic neighborhood, and the Metrolink train
expansion plan was introduced, this 

particular house was located directly adjacent to
the proposed sound wall, and new tracks,
requiring that some action be taken.
Committees were formed for and against the
move and subsequent months of deliberation
and discussion were ongoing.  The project was
under close scrutiny by the historic preservation
commission and when finally a decision to move
the house to a vacant lot within the same 
historic neighborhood was handed down, the
various factions were forced to align their 
thinking to bring about the move in the most
non-evasive means possible.  The house
moved.  Similar to an ocean liner moving into

dock, this half million
pound object moved
down a public street
and into its new setting.

We ask; was this an
appropriate response to
a "created issue?"  In
the current desire to
expand the St. Louis
mass transit system,
many say yes.  For this
particular case, the
masonry vocabulary
and age and scale of
the relocated house
were consistent with
that of the surrounding

homes.  A Christmas card coming to me from
the owners of the house had a photograph of
the house in its new setting and a statement
that read: "Peace.  We've moved the house to
6362 Pershing Avenue.  Come visit."  Relocation
versus demolition?  There are times that the
effort is worth it and as Expert House Movers,
the movers of this property state; "An effort such
as this is the ultimate in recycling."

Peter B. Smith, NCARB, architect
Assistant Professor Southern Illinois University

Carbondale, Illinois
Adjunct Lecturer: Washington University in 

Saint Louis. St. Louis, Missouri

smithpbs@hotmail.com

Boulder Housing Partners, a housing authority
in Boulder, Colorado, has received a grant from
the Colorado State Historical Fund to 
rehabilitate a drive-in movie marquee. The
Holiday twin screen drive-in theater operated
from 1953 until the late 1980s. 

Since the close of the theater, the sign has 
suffered serious neglect. The marquee, which
does not meet the
current City of
Boulder sign code,
was threatened by
a provision in an
annexation 
agreement for the
property. The
agreement required
that the sign be
removed from the
site at the time of
redevelopment.

In 1997, Boulder
Housing Partners
purchased this site.
It is now being
redeveloped as a
new urban neighborhood, with affordable 
housing and neighborhood businesses.
Elements of the site’s history have been
retained: the marquee will serve as a landmark
to motorists and pedestrians; a park is being
built at the former site of the main screen; and,
streets have been named Holiday Drive and
Easy Rider Lane.

In Colorado, the popularity of the drive-in 
theater reached its peak in 1958. A number of
factors are speculated to have contributed to
the subsequent decline in popularity: land
became more expensive, people become less
emotionally attached to their cars, films
become widely available on TV and VCR, and
daylight savings time - adopted in 1967 -

meant that it stayed light later in the summer
evenings. 

Recently, Boulder Housing Partners applied for
and received local historic landmark 
designation for the marquee. The Holiday 
marquee was deemed historically significant
based on its prominent place as a visual 
marker in north Boulder, as well as its 
association with the local and national drive-in
theater industry.

The sign is "googie" style with large sheet
metal panels, a 
blinking arrow, and
large neon letters in
front of a mountain
backdrop. Something
about its oversized
proportions and 
whimsical style cap-
ture the spirit of a
uniquely American
institution that 
embodied a 
somewhat conflicting
combination of 
innocence, romance,
and family.

Boulder Outdoor Cinema, a local provider of
summer outdoor movies, is working with
Boulder Housing Partners to raise funds for the
rehabilitation, which is estimated to cost
approximately $30,000. Once the 
redevelopment of the site is complete, the 
marquee will straddle a bike path and be 
visible from a new community garden. Boulder
Outdoor Cinema will show movies in the new
park, and perhaps the drive-in legacy of
Boulder will take on a new life as part of the
Holiday Neighborhood.

For more information about the Holiday
Marquee project, please contact Willa Johnson
at 720-564-4643

Willa Johnson
johnsonw@ci.boulder.co.us



Commercial Federal Bank has announced plans
to demolish its building at 4301 South Broadway
and replace it with a small drive-through banking
structure. This planned demolition comes just as
Englewood begins a thoughtful redevelopment
plan for Broadway that includes the survey,
identification and preservation of historic 
buildings.  The building
in question, originally
First Federal Savings, is
one of the few
Englewood buildings
designed by a 
nationally prominent
architect and represents
an unprecedented 
period in the city's 
history.

During the 1950s and
1960s, Englewood was
a vital, growing, for-
ward-looking 
community. Spurred by
a huge increase in residential construction to
shelter the new families of returning GI's, it
made a rapid leap from small town to 
progressive city.   Its vigorous commercial,
retail, and financial growth placed Englewood
fifth in the state for business volume. 

In 1954, a young architect named William
Muchow was commissioned to design the First
National Bank of Englewood at 3311 South
Broadway.  His firm was just four years old, but
he was already beginning to make his mark in
the region.  His building was a strikingly modern
design of glass, steel and stone that reflected
the city's confidence in its future. 

In 1962, the First Federal Savings and Loan
Association of Englewood merged with First
Federal Savings, a distinguished financial 
institution founded in 1885. First Federal
Savings, for whom Muchow had previously
designed a bank at 38th and Lowell in Denver,

commissioned him to design their new building
at 4301 S. Broadway, Englewood.  In 1969,
Muchow was again hired to create an addition
to the original structure. 

Born in Denver, William Muchow studied at
Notre Dame, the University of Illinois and, 
perhaps most notably, under Eliel Saarinen at
the Cranbrook Academy. In the three decades
between 1950 and 1980, Muchow's work won

thirty-five awards from
the American Institute
of Architects, a series
of other prestigious
national awards, and
was internationally 
recognized in 
architectural publica-
tions.  Many of his
buildings featured
sophisticated and 
visually distinctive 
engineering.  At First
Federal Savings, this is
visible in the unique
design of the roof.  It is
carried on four

columns that rise up through the lobby, extend
vertically through the roof plane, and terminate
at pyramidal skylights that once flooded the
lobby with natural daylight.  

The city of Englewood is justly proud of its new
civic, residential, retail and commercial center
on the largely cleared site of the former
Cinderella City shopping mall.  With the comple-
tion of this successful re-development project,
it's appropriate that the city begin to examine
ways to revitalize the South Broadway corridor.

But as the failed Trolley Square project demon-
strates, re-development within a densely devel-
oped corridor is not as easy. That project clear-
cut a key historic block in Englewood, leaving a
visual gap that overwhelmed our small-town
feeling with that of an anonymous suburb.  It
also destroyed William Muchow's First National
Bank, an architectural gem of 

Continued on Next Page

Technical Preservation Services (Continued)

ways of evaluating its current condition, and 
offered guidance on appropriate repair and
restoration techniques.  

Building on the success of the first recent past
conference, “Preserving the Recent Past 2” was
held in Philadelphia’s PSFS Building (a National
Historic Landmark) in the fall of 2000.  Papers
presented methods of documenting and pre-
serving historic public housing, supermarkets,
banks, storefronts, bridges, modern landscapes,
ranch houses and postwar suburbs.  An 
international perspective was gained from 
presenters from Canada, Scotland, England,
Cuba, Israel, and Australia. Conservation 
strategies for the treatment of thin-shell concrete
structures, decorative plastic laminates, screen
block and other materials were also presented.
Both recent past events resulted in the 
publication of conference notebooks containing
most of the papers presented along with 
bibliographies, supplemental articles and 
additional materials. 

The Preservation Tech Note series has been
another venue for promoting the care and
preservation of 20th century resources.  Tech
Notes have covered steel industrial windows,
bridges and prismatic glass transoms; two new
Tech Notes address sidewalk vault lights and
residential casement windows.    

Most recently, TPS published a six-page
brochure, Preserving Our Recent Past,
promoting a reassessment of the value of 
twentieth century architecture.  The brochure
includes four postcards featuring successful
preservation projects on buildings from the
recent past.  Copies have been sent to every
member of the Recent Past Preservation
Network.  Accompanying the brochure is a 
website, the electronic home of Technical
Preservation Services’ Recent Past Initiative,
including full text articles, information about 
conferences and publications, and links to other
organizations involved in recent past 
preservation.  It can be found at
http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/recentpast.

Other branches of the National Park Service
have also contributed to the effort to raise
awareness and sensitively preserve recent past
resources.  Almost 20% of the buildings and
sites documented by the Historic American
Building Survey and Historic American
Engineering Survey (HABS/HAER) were built
after 1914 and 6% date from after 1945.  The
National Register has published two Bulletins
offering guidelines for evaluating and 
documenting properties that have achieved 
significance in the last fifty years including 
historic residential suburbs.  

When Preservation Brief 12 was published in
1984, surviving Cararra glass storefronts,
lounges, and bathrooms from the 1920s and
30s were just reaching the fifty-year National
Register benchmark.  Since then, time has
marched forward opening an ever-expanding
category of buildings, materials, and 
architectural forms that can be considered 
historic.  This is especially the case in recent
years as the great wealth of post World War II
architecture comes of (historic) age.  Just as the
American population spiked following World War
II, the American landscape saw its own boom in
postwar construction.  Many of these structures
are under threat, from development pressures,
deferred maintenance, and public disinterest.
Technical Preservation Services and other 
programs at the National Park Service’s Center
for Cultural Resources continue to assist 
preservationists, building owners, architects and
planners to identify, document and preserve
important reminders of the recent past.

Chad Randl
chad_randl@nps.gov

National Park Service File Image



The Recent Past Preservation Network has 
initiated a Speaker Sponsorship program that
will provide modest financial assistance to 
Network members interested in giving recent
past presentations at conferences and other
public events.  Guidelines for the program 
follow.

1.) The presentation will advance the goals of
the Recent Past Preservation Network.  It will
address the preservation or documentation of
recent past architecture and landscapes, or
increase awareness of the same.  It will offer
new insights into existing topics or present a
new area of study, research or approach to
recent past preservation.

2.) The Recent Past Preservation Network will
make available one sponsorship per calendar
year.

3.) Sponsorship funds are to be used to pay for
registration fees at the conference or event
where the presentation will be made.  Awards
will equal 50% of the event registration or an
amount not to exceed $150.

4.) One half of the amount of the sponsorship
will be disbursed when the award decision is
made, the other half upon submission of an 
article based upon the presentation for the next
RPPN newsletter.

5.) Sponsorship applications will be reviewed by
the RPPN board and passed by a majority dur-
ing a monthly conference call or by email.  To
accommodate the process, applications should
be submitted at least a month prior to the con-
ference or event.

6.) The sponsorship recipient will acknowledge
the support of RPPN at the event.

7.) The sponsorship recipient will agree to pre-
pare an article based on their presentation for
the next RPPN newsletter.

8.) The recipient will be a member of the Recent
Past Preservation Network prior to disbursing
the sponsorship.

9.) Those interested in obtaining sponsorship
should submit an application made up of a
paper abstract, confirmation that the paper was
selected for the event, description of the event,
and a current CV no later than one and a half
months prior to the event.  

If you are interested in applying for the grant,
would like to submit an application, or for more
information, please contact Chad Randl:
c_randl@hotmail.com

Englewood Bank (Continued)

Englewood's early post-war years.  That is why
historic preservation must play a prominent role
in the Broadway plan.

It is important, however, not just to define 
"historic buildings" as those over fifty years of
age.  The majority of our Englewood buildings
are modern, most designed and built in the
post-World War II years.  And the 1962/1969
First Federal Savings by William Muchow is an
exceptional example, one of the finest
Modernist commercial buildings in our city.

A nomination for the Englewood Historic
Landmark listing of the First Federal Savings
building is nearing completion.  The City Council
should stop the planned demolition while the
Planning and Zoning Commission, the staff of
the Community Development Department, and
the Council itself complete a full review.
Community Development should undertake
immediate discussions with Commercial Federal
Bank, the current owner of the property, to for-
mulate an alternate plan that meets the bank's
goals while sparing this remarkable building. 

Diane Wray
dwray300@earthlink.net

The Technical Preservation Services (TPS)
branch of the National Park Service has had its
eye on the recent past for over two decades.
With a mission of promoting sound preservation
practices based on the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, TPS is
well positioned to encourage repair,
rehabilitation and reuse of architecture from the
last century.  For over twenty-five years the
branch has produced a wealth of publications
and public events, from
its well-regarded series
of Preservation Briefs to
conferences on historic
tax credits, historic 
windows, historic
masonry, roofs and 
interiors.  As early as the
1980s, these products
included issues relating
to preserving our recent
past.

In 1984, TPS published
two Preservation Briefs
that addressed materials
common in 20th century
architecture.
Preservation Brief 12:
The Preservation of
Historic Pigmented Structural Glass explored
the history of these polished colored panels,
also known by the trade names Vitrolite and
Carrara, on commercial storefronts, lobbies, and
bar, lounge and bathroom interiors. Preservation
Brief 13, discussed the repair and thermal
upgrading of the historic steel windows typical of
Art Deco, Art Moderne, the International Style
and Post-World War II Modernism.  Three years
later Preservation Brief 15 offered treatment
strategies for historic concrete.

TPS expanded its commitment to recent past
structures in the 1990s.  TPS staff began 
compiling magazine articles, promotional 
materials, product descriptions and other

archival documents relating to twentieth-century
building materials in expectation of future 
publications and for use in the branch’s other
primary mission: administering the historic tax
incentives program.  Preservation Brief Number
25: The Preservation of Historic Signs,
published in 1991, contained a section specific
to twentieth century signs, including neon.  Two
years later TPS staff member Rebecca Shiffer
guest-edited "Cultural Resources from the
Recent Past" a thematic issue of the NPS 
journal Cultural Resources Management (CRM).
The issue covered topics ranging from 
surveying and documenting twentieth-

century buildings and
roads, to Cold War 
structures, public art, and
the use of 
postcards for 
architectural research.

These themes and many
others were addressed in
1995 when the National
Park Service sponsored
the first “Preserving the
Recent Past” 
conference.  Held in
Chicago, the three-day
event attracted over 600
preservationists, 
scholars, 
conservationists, archi-

tects, government officials, and others interested
in twentieth century architecture. Papers 
presented at the conference were divided into
several broad categories: resource evaluation,
preservation strategies, and material 
conservation.  The conference coincided with
publication of Twentieth Century Building
Materials, a book edited by Tom Jester of TPS
and published by McGraw-Hill.  The book 
featured thirty-six different construction materials
including plywood, aluminum, thin stone veneer,
terrazzo, asphalt shingles, sealants and several
types of concrete and glass.  Essays addressed
the history of each material, described common
methods of installation or assembly, suggested 
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On December 30, 2003, a brief article in the St.
Paul Pioneer Press quietly announced that
Apache Plaza in St Anthony, Minnesota would
be closing its doors in February 2004.  This
announcement signifies the sad ending of an
era, a day that fans of the mall expected yet
hoped would never come. 

Apache Plaza was not Minnesota’s first
enclosed shopping
center.  In 1956,
Southdale in Edina,
Minnesota, became
the first fully-enclosed,
climate-controlled
shopping center in the
United States. Nearby,
St. Anthony Village
(now known as the
"City of St. Anthony")
was rapidly evolving
from fields of farmland
into miles of new 
rambler houses 
occupied by bright-
eyed young families.
It only made sense
that a bustling city such as this be chosen as
the location for Minnesota’s second enclosed 
shopping center, Apache Plaza.  

Ground broke on the exciting new venture on
April 18, 1960, on land that was formerly owned
by hog farmer Ken Lee.  The mall was the 
creation of Apache Corp. and architect Willard
Thorsen.  Indoor shopping of this magnitude
was still revolutionary to the Minneapolis area at
the time.   Early promotional materials from the
mall described the experience as "in effect,
shopping in one huge store with everything
(you) need under one roof."  Original anchors
JC Penney, Woolworths, Montgomery Ward and
GC Murphy were supplemented by nearly 60
shops and stores, catering primarily to shopping

needs and whims of the contemporary house-
wife of the 1960s. 

The plaza's central court, three stories high and
larger than a football field, measured in at a
length of 350 feet. The court's roof was 
gloriously marked by ten inverted hyperbolic
paraboloids, measuring 65 by 71 feet and 
standing on single 28-inch square columns. In
1961 this construction was very "space-age"
and is now historically representative of the era.
Mall promotions described the center court as "a
year-around garden of exotic plants and flowers,
pools, a jet spray fountain, birds, sunken brick 
garden...kept perpetually sunny by a glass

clerestory which
frames the ceiling."
This multi-colored
glass clerestory was
indeed spectacular,
with alternating bright
red, yellow and blue
squares.   At night the
windows were lit from
many directions, 
projecting splashes of
color from every
angle.  The center
court floor similarly
featured colored inlay,
and throughout the
mall were red, blue,
and yellow lockers

where shoppers could store their belongings as
they shopped in sunshine comfort.  Simply put,
this place was gorgeous.  

The mall opened on Thursday, October 19,
1961, amidst much fanfare.   In a recent inter-
view with apacheplaza.com, Mr. Eugene
Johnson, manager of one of the mall’s first
stores, described the Grand Opening as "the
most exciting thing to happen in all of the north
metro area in many years. It was responded to 
by long lines of people awaiting their first
glimpse inside the mall. The ceremony was
hugely attended and included local media stars
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Activites Building (Continued)

The point of this preservationist is buildings
need to be appreciated for their own inner 
beauty and not compared to structures that are 
valued by all as obviously historic or have 
protection.  If you desire to get involved in 
saving this resource, please be free to contact
the City of Rockville Historic Preservation office
(301-314-8200) or email me at:
corri_jimenez@contractor.nps.gov.

Corri Jimenez

On Thursday evening, January 15, following
nearly three hours of testimony (and 2 1/2 hours
on December 18), the City of Rockville
(Maryland) Historic District Commission voted 4-
0 to recommend to the Mayor and Council that
the Activities Building at Chestnut Lodge be 
designated as a local single site historic district.
The commission cited the building's architectural
significance, and cultural and historical 
significance at a local and national level.

The Activities Building was designed in the early
1950s by the highly regarded and influential
architect Ms. Chloethiel Woodard Smith as a
therapeutic/recreational center for Chestnut
Lodge, an internationally-recognized mental
health institution that operated in Rockville fore
more than 85 years.  The building has been
held up as a significant structure in a September
1955 article in Architectural Forum and a recent
survey of the Modern Movement in Maryland
sponsored by the Maryland Historical Trust.

The debate is the first in the City of Rockville to
consider the merits of mid twentieth century
modern architecture.  Sponsorship of the 
nomination by the Recent Past Preservation
Network, and testimony and letters from Dr.
Richard Longstreth (George Washington
University), Dr. Isabelle Gournay (University of
Maryland), Christine Madrid French (President,
Recent Past Preservation Network), Corri
Jimenez, Anne Brockett, Joey Lampl, James
Pickel, Wayne Goldstein (President,

Montgomery Preservation, Inc.) and others, was
key to presenting credible evidence in making
the case for the building's significance.
Additional guidance was provided by architects
and community activists in Rockville and
throughout the Washington area.

A Maryland Historical trust Survey form, staff
analysis, and testimony for and against 
designation may be found on the city's web site
at http://www.rockvillemd.gov/government/
commissions/hdc/2004/0104.htm

The next step is to present the nomination to the
Mayor and Council, who will decide whether to
move forward with the designation process, or
stop it dead in its tracks.  This will probably take
place in the next few weeks, as early as
Monday evening January 26, 2004.  All politics
are local, and our greatest hurdle is yet to come
when the Mayor and Council consider factors
other than historic significance.

On Monday evening, February 9, the four mem-
bers of the Rockville City Council stopped the
public process to consider historic designation
for the Chloethiel Woodard Smith designed
Activities Building at Chestnut Lodge. Mayor
Larry Giammo was the lone vote to continue the
public process. The 4 to 1 vote was a decision
to not hold a public hearing before the Mayor &
Council on February 17.

Earlier in January, the Rockville Historic District
Commission had unanimously recommended
historic designation, citing that the building met
multiple City of Rockville designation criteria and
has significance at a local and national level.

We are now faced with the challenge of preserv-
ing the building without official protection. A
demolition permit has been requested by the
owner/developer. Before the bulldozer hits,
we will be advocating for full documentation
and preservation of the building on its current or
other suitable site.

John Hartranft
Maryland Representative

johnkhartranft@hotmail.com



As the field of preservation gets older, buildings
themselves approach "historic-ness," which can
be viewed by the public-at-large as not 
significant, exclaiming "why should we preserve
THAT." Modern buildings that are from the 1950-
1970s are not desired as much say ornate
Victorian residences and modest Craftsman
bungalows. Their pioneering building materials,
such as concrete formed blocks, T1-11 paneling,
or aluminum windows, are presently looked at
as "cheap" as well as "ugly" when really the
architects were pushing a designing envelope.

Currently, the Recent Past Preservation Network
is working on saving a 1954 Activities Building
designed by noted architect Chloethiel Woodard
Smith, FAIA in the City of
Rockville.  As an 
unincorporated building
outside the designated
historic district of
Chestnut Lodge, the
building is scoped for
demolition due to it is 
situated on a proposed
housing development of
to-be $800,000 houses.
To an observer, the H-
shaped Activities
Building is almost 
transparent as one looks
through the aluminum
Plexiglas window walls.  Hugging the landscape,
the Activities Building is situated below grade,
emphasizing subtle modern trends such as the
flat, wide eave roof with equipment placed in
view on top.  Historically, Chestnut Lodge was a
hospital campus for schizophrenic patients
where internationally renowned doctors cured
mentally changed individuals.  Appraised in a
September 1955 Architectural Forum article, the
Activities Building is described as having the
potential for "great influence both as a specific
facility and as an example of what architecture,
given the chance, can do for medicine."  

In 1954, Chloethiel Woodard Smith was part of
the firm Keyes Satterlee Smith Lethbridge
(KSSL) who were designing many modern 
buildings in the DC metro area along with
Charles Goodman.  Shortly after acknowledg-
ments in Forum, Smith spun off of KSSL, and
created a firm with Nick Satterlee.  By 1963, she
had her own private practice, which was the
largest female-run architectural firm in the 
country that was only one of eight firms in the
Nation.  As the second woman in the State of
Maryland to receive an AIA, Smith won AIA
merits along with Eero Saarinen and Skidmore
Owings and Merrill in 1960 for Capitol Park
Apartments (Southwest DC, and now known as
Potomac Place). 

Now abandoned and set for redevelopment,
Chloethiel Woodard Smith’s Activities Building

fringes on being
demolished, only
appreciated by those
who admire modern
architecture coined by
Ludwig Mies Van der
Rohe, Richard Neutra,
and Joe Eickler.
During a December
18th Rockville Historic
District Commission
meeting, the building
was seen by the 
community, the 
developer, and 
property owner as
being "cheap" and not

worthy of saving.  In conclusion, the Activities
Building is currently recommended for 
designation by the city’s historic preservation
staff, which will come up for review by the
Rockville Historic District Commission on
January 15th where a verdict will be made in
regards to giving this building historic 
designation. For more information, check out the
current agenda to learn more about the site at
www.rockvillemd.gov/government/commis-
sions/hdc/2004/0104.
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Apache Plaza (Continued)

and dignitaries. There were cars lined up for
miles along Stinson and Silver Lake Road".
Governor Elmer Anderson arrived by helicopter
and ceremoniously raised American, Minnesota,
and Apache Plaza flags. For the years that 
followed, Apache  truly was the "Center of the
Community."

Throughout the 60s and 70s, Apache was a
bustling hub for the North Twin Cities area.  It
was during this time that neighboring shopping
malls Brookdale, Northtown, and Rosedale held
grand openings of their own.  These new malls
were larger and flashier than Apache, but by no
means prettier in regards to design. Regardless,
some sources believe that the opening of these
malls were the true beginning of Apache’s mis-
fortunes.   

A string of bad luck for the mall began in 1979,
when original anchor store Montgomery Wards
jumped ship, followed soon by fellow anchor
G.C. Murphy Co.   Despite this shift in some of
its major retailers, however, life appeared rosy
as ever for Apache.  The mall was even starting
work on its first large scale renovations, 
including an exterior overhaul, new indoor 
lighting, an upgraded court fountain, and brand
new center court floor tile.   

Still the bad luck continued.  On April 26, 1984 a
tornado tore into the South end of the mall,
injuring many, and causing millions of dollars
worth of damages.  Some speculate that the
mall never recovered from the setback caused
by the tornado, as Apache remained closed for
several months before its grand re-opening on
November 15, 1984.    

The grand re-opening unveiled a much less 
colorful Apache.  Missing were the beautiful
clerestory colored windows that rounded the
central court (which were destroyed in the 
tornado), as well as the colorful matching floor
inlay that accentuated the court area.   The
mall’s new look reflected a era in which 60's
chic was no longer cool.  In its place was a
bland, generic look that managed to strip the

mall of much of its original charm.   Still, it was a
striking indoor shopping space, and with the
opening of a new Herberger’s department store
in 1987, things seemed to be on the mend at
Apache.  

The mall remained at practically full occupancy
until the beginning of the 1990s, when Apache’s
misfortunes began piling up at a rapid rate.
The mall, suffering from mismanagement and
sorely in need of repairs, was sold to a new
owner.  During this time F.W. Woolworth Co.
declared bankruptcy, and Apache’s JC Penney
store closed its doors after 32 years. Apache’s
bowling alley, a steady attraction since the
mall’s opening,  was boarded up in 1996.  To
make matters much worse, one third of Apache
was mercilessly demolished to make room for a
new Cub Foods store, which was not physically
connected to the mall.   Merchants and 
customers fled from Apache in droves, and by
the end of the decade the City of St Anthony
began actively exploring new alternatives for the
space.    

In the summer of 2003 came the inevitable
announcement from the city that Apache Plaza
was being redeveloped into a new mixed hous-
ing and retail space.  The city’s plan to demolish
Apache in spring 2004 is a sadly tragic ending
to a mall that began, like so many other regional
malls of the past 50 years, with so much
promise.    Apache fans know that this was
more than just a mall, however.  It was a 
community space as well as a charming 
architectural beauty.  For fans of recent 
architecture, Apache Plaza’s demolition is 
further reminder of the recent history that 
continues to slip away from us in the name of
"progress."

Jeff Anderson
Webmaster, apacheplaza.com


